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Serpentine Fen involve1111ent discussed 
Discussions are currently un -
rlerway to decide whether or not 
Douglas College should con-
tinue with their involvement at 
the Serpentine Fen and renew 
the Fen's license. 
Dean Bill Day said ''What we 
are trying to do is assess the 
value to the college and com-
munity in having the college 
continue to be responsible for 
the area." 
He said the Serpentine Fen 
project has accomplished its 
objectives: 
A demonstration project - tJ 
show unuseable wasteland can 
be used for productive purposes 
(the area is bounded by the 
King George Highway and the 
Deas Island freeway). 
The Fen used as an educat-
ional teaching outdoor lab. 
Day was concerned if there i.; 
enough use by the college and 
t.be general public to justify 
expenses. 
The Serpentine Fer. is a 
co-operative run by the B. C. 
Fish and Wildlife Branch. Ducks 
Unlimited , and Douglas Col-
lege. 
The lease Douglas College 
signed five years ago has expir-
ed. and according to Tom Bur-
gess of B.C. Fish and Wildlife, 
"an interim extension will be 
given to Douglas College until 
they decide in what way they 
Fascis1111 field trip? 
BELLINGHAM--Some 20 Uni-
versity of Washington students 
were discussing the subject of 
fascism in their class in late 
Januarv. when one of the stu-
dents announced that CIA re-
cruiters were on campus that 
morning. 
"The group decided on tht. 
spot to take a field trip and 
reassembled a few minutes later 
at the site of the recruiting," 
reports the Bellingham. Wash-
ington alternative newspaper, 
Northwest Passage. 
After arriving, the students 
burned some application mater-
ials and disrupted the recruit-
ers. disbanding when campus 
police showed up a few minutes 
later. No arrests were made, but 
university and city police offi-




The Douglas College rugby 
teams concluded their league 
schedule last Saturday with two 
wins and a Joss. 
The first and second teams 
defeated their opponents, (The 
Burnaby Buffaloes) at Central 
Valley Park. Both games were 
played in a steady rain, and it 
was soon obvious that the 
Burnaby teams had not done 
their homework when it comes 
to playing in the rain. 
They attempted an open run-
nit;~g game. usually reserved for 
dry conditions, and every time 
they dropped the slippery ball, 
the Douglas backs came storm-
ing through, dribbling the ball 
u pfield at their feet. 
The Douglas forwards also 
dominated the lineouts and 
serums, and on gaining posses-
sion. squm half Pat Ponti did 
not attempt to pass the ball, but 
instead kicked upfie:d. 
The second team won 16-0 
with Benny Boon and Gary 
Cherwaty each scoring two 
touchdowns. The first team won 
8-0 on touchdowns by George 
Boon and Phil Campeau. 
The third team, meanwhile. 
had a rough time of it going 
down 24-3 to Tsawwassen. The 
latter team are a well disciplined 
team with a lot of talent. and 
will be a force to contend with in 
the second division next year. 
The league standings are not 
final but it does seem that the 
Douglas first team will finish 
third out of eight teams in the 
first division, while the second 
team will finish third out of 10 
teams in the second division 
These are fine performances 
considering both teams moved 
up a division this year. The third 
team played exhibition only this 
year and had a 6 win - 7 loss 
record. 
The remainder of the season 
will be devoted to exhibition 
games, tournaments and the 
trip to San Francisco. 
Five Douglas players played 
for the Fraser Valley Represen-
tative Side against the Vancou-
ver Reps last weekend. 
Rob MacDonald and Jamie 
Booth played with the junior 
reps, who lost, while George 
Boon. Mark Ovenden and Joel 
Schmidt played with the se1.ior 
side, which won. 
waut to get involved.'' 
Ken Moore (Community Ser-
vices) said he feels split on the 
decision to continue involve-
ment with the Fen. 
"It would be ideal if some-
body else. like a school district, 
took it over." Moore was wor-
ried if someone else took it over 
and did not continue to be used 
as an outdoor classroom. 
"We have to make sure 
:;omebody continues with this", 
I 
he said. 
Moore added that Douglas 
College should move on and 
initiate other projects. because 
after a while it is only "admini-
stration. and that is repetit-
ious". 
Other projects Douglas Col-
lege b looking into arc the 
Dunsmutr farm in South Surrl'\' 
and a project along the Pitt 
River in Coquitlam. 
TUition ·fees up 
atU of 
Manitoba 
WINNIPEG (CUP)--More than 
18.000 students in IS University 
of Manitoba faculties will face 
tuition fee increases of $25 to 
$100 next year. 
According to board of gover-
nors secretary Bob Raeburn, the 
hike was approved March II 
because the board was convin-
ced the additional $336.000 that 
will accrue is necessary to 
operate the university next year. 
Most faculties, schools and 
departments would have been 
cut back without the increases 
he said. 
The hike was opposed by the 
students' union and the Grad-
uate Students Association 
(GSA). Student president Jim 
Snidal called the fees "unjusti-
fied" and threatened to pull the 
union out of several university 
activities if they were imple-
mented. 
The GSA said the increase 
would make it more difficult to 
attract gradua~dellts to the 
U of M. where the financial 
support in many departments is 
uncompetitive with other uni-
versities . 
However, unive rsity vice--
president Don Wells said the 
University expects an overall 
increase in enrolment of 1.6 per 




tuition fee fight 
TORONTO (CUP)--Continuing 
the fight against tuition fee 
increases in Ontario. almost 500 
students at Ryerson Polytechni-
cal Institute have flooded their 
local MPPs with form letters 
denouncing the hike. 
The letter, composed and 
distributed by the October Soc-
iety, a group of politically active 
students, said: 
"I am a student and I 
disagree with the proposed tuit-
ion fee increases for post-secon-
dary institutions for the follow-
ing reasons: 
"It is not in keeping with the 
philosophy of equal access to 
post-secor.dary education. 
"The quality of education is 
not keeping pace with respect to 
the increase. 
"There are better ways to 
finance education such as reor-
ganizing the system of tax 
deduction for studPnts." 
Society president John Long 
said they decided to concentrate 
on approaching individual 
MPP's because minister of col-
leges and universities Harry 
Parrott seems secure in hi~ 
position on the $100 increase for 
universities and $75 for college~ 
announced in November. 
I'WICEWEEK1Y 
Look for us now on 
·Mondays 
and Thursdays 
Parched California goes water wltchlngi 
By Bill Netzer for 
Pacific News Service 
In this drought-drenched 
countryside of sun-browned rol-
ling hllls and redwood homes 
north of San Francisco. where 
water has acquired the aura of 
gold. the ancient art of water--
witching is back in bloom. 
With strict water rationing 
cutting water use in half. Marin 
residents--as a group among the 
wealthiest in the country--are 
turning their attentions to an 
80-year-old ''dowser'' as though 
his forked divinin_g rod were 
Vigorous water witcher King Faria 
attuned to a new Mother Lode . 
King Faria. a vigorous local 
elder of the clan of dowsers now 
operating here. has been plying 
his trade for friends and relat-
ives for 43 years--and claims he 
hasn't been wrong yet. 
Standing in the garden of his 
.~.'-' '~~ 
home in the town of San Rafael. 
Faria. a gentle man with blue-
grey eyes, looks like nothmg out 
of the ordinary. But when he 
picks up his forked stick (cut 
from the magical weeping wil-
low of dowsing folklore) he 
becomes a man filled with a 
special grace. You can hear it in 
his voice. and see it in his face, 
etched with the lines of age. 
"I have to get a feeling with 
the earth,·· Faria explained. 
after admitting he didn't know 
just how witching worked. "It 
can't linger," he said. "When it 
lingers. it means there can't be 
much water there.·· 
As he demonstrated his tech-
nique over the water-rich strata 
of his own lot. the willow branch 
went whipping down. time after 
time . 
The hardest part of his job , he 
said. is telling folks they have no 
water beneath their property. 
Some of the foolhardy dig 
anyway. he added. only to prove 
that Faria was right when they 
come up dry . 
His customers are his best 
testimony. Dr. Todd Cary. a 
dentist from the town of Ross. 
said that drillers found water 
precisely in the spot that Faria 
had singled out. ··we are very 
satsified." Cary said. 
As the two-year drought 
stretches on. Faria's phone 
hasn't stopped ringing long 
enough to let him do his 
gardening. He says he has 
found water for 120 desperate 
suburbanites during that time. 
Compared to the sum costs of 
drilling a well, Faria's finder's 
fee of $50 is tiny. With the 
Sahara declared free fire zone 
(WESTERN SAHARA)--The 
entire Western Sahara. now 
occupied by Morocco and 
Mauritania. has been declared a 
"free fire zone" by the Moroc-
can army in an intensification of 
its battle against the nationalist 
Poli!;ario Front. 
oil the . 
track ••• 
OFF THE TRACK 
by Kathy-1-Never-Get-My-Column-In-Nezfsen 
GENERAL IGLOO 
A story about life in the big north . The time--the present 
(except for a rather large cultural gap) . 
Part I 
Billy-bear-rug is tending the family ice floes . Sarah-skin-the 
· beaver-and-sell-his-pelt-for-a-highly-inflated-price-Smith is 
;licing salmon sausage in the deli. 
The village idiot enters the deli and orders baked Alaska. 
Sarah serves him a bowl of borsht. He is happy . 
Linda-run-amock and her husband Tom sit down to dinner in 
rheir solar heated condominium . 
Tom : Bill y-bear-rug fell off one of hi family's ice floes into 
1 he 90 below freezing water today . 
Lind.1 : wa~ he hun? 
Tom : who ' 
Linda : Bill y. 
Tom: Onl r whoever pushed him off that ice floe would know 
thar. Come on Eunice, I'm taking you in. (Did I forget to tell 
··ou that Tom is also the village cop?--sorry). 
Linda : I' m not Eunice , I'm Linda . 
Tom: If your not Eunice , where's Linda? 
Journalists who recently vis-
ited Polisario camps in the 
battle zone say the guerrilla 
army now virtually controls the 
expansive desert of the former 
Spanish colony. while Moroccan 
forces cling to the cities. 
At least six U .S.-built Moroc-
can fighter planes have been 
shot down in recent months--
one recorded on British televis-
ion. The guerrillas have also cut 
the vital rail link between 
Mauritania's iron deposits and 
the Atlantic port. 
As a result of the violence. 
more than half the Saharan 
population--some 65.000 people 
--have fled into Polisario refu-
gee camps in neighboring Al-
geria. the base of the guerrilla 
operations. 
Despite denials by Polisario 
officials. observers claim the 
guerrillas are being trained by 
North Korean advisors. The 
nationalists recently began a 
campaign to press the Carter 
Administration to apply pres-
sure on Morocco for violations of 
Part II 
Tom is leading an investigation of Big Boy employees to see 
who croaked Billy. 
Tom: I have reason to believe whoever killed Billy-bear-rug 
also kidnapped Linda . 
Linda: But I'm Linda' 
. Nikita ( a character previously unknown): Perhaps Billy's 
Sister, Mary-made-a-moose knows something she's not 
telling . 
Suddenly , .the seal oil lamp m~ste.riously goes out. They are 
all forced to light candles. There ts silence as they examine the 
dead body of Mary. Then .... 
Tom : Damn , this wax is dripping on my hands. 
Linda: Ow. 
Nikita: Muck, muck . 
Part III 
Tom : I have solved everything. The Billy who fell off the ice 
floe was not Billy-bear-rug but Billy-blubber-on-the-brain the 
village idiot. ' 
There never was any Eunice. Linda made her up. There also 
was never any Linda, she was just a part of my overactive and 
slightly gamey imagination. 
And Sarah-blah-blah-blah-Smith is not who she says she is 
but, oh too bad, we're ou: of space. 
expenses of pipe. ca~ing . 
pumps. holding tanks and c lcci 
ricity. a 300-foot well can co~t up 
to $5-6.000. The average well in 
Marin runs $3.000. 
When he witches. Faria tlr~t 
walks along the edge of th e 
property. looking for a spot 
where water enters . If he find~ 
an entry point. he then follow~ 
it. walking slowly. his forked 
branch poised. 
If it pulls slowly , it mean~ 
there is water. but not much ot' 
it. But if the stick drops sh .1rplv. 
it means there will b e g"•HI 
water 
If h< ' discovers such " 'JHH . he 
then tak es a three-foot pi ce<' nf 
weldin~ rod and puts thl' tip ot' 11 
over the place . In a moment . th e 
rod hcgiu' to vibrate up and 
down . F;11·ia ~ays that eacl: dip 
indicate~ a lout of depth. and 
that the r n.~ continues dipping 
until the dtstance from surface 
to water has been calculated. 
He contends his work with the 
rod is as effective as his labors 
with the stick . And as part of his 
$50 fee. he measures the depth 
to which the well must r. :lug . 
Science ha~; no adequ.~te ex -
planation for the art of divining. 
which only some possess. But 
according to Sausalito well dril-
ler Ed Fisch, witchers arc 
moving into Marin in droves- -
and dunning the willing and 
water-starved residents up to 
$200 a shot. 
As for King Faria, he seems 
pleased with all the attention. 
but is growing a bit tired of it. 
too. "It's been such a merry-go-
round," he said. 
Banned 
boo s 
Na111i • IG 
(DAKAR, SENEG f L)--A 69--
foot sailing ship, the Golden 
Harvest. laden with 4.500 books 
banned by South Africa. arrived 
here recently to refit for contin-
uation of its voyage to Namibia 
(Southwest Africa). 
The books have been re-
quested by the Southwest Africa 
People's Organization. the 
group recognized by the UN as 
the official representative of 
Namibia. That country is pre-
sently ruled by South Africa in 
defiance of a UN resolution. 
The n!ne-member crew. re-
presenting seven Wcstt!rn nat -
ions. plans to challenge South 
Africa's illegal rule over Nami -
bia by delivering ~he banned 
books. The ship set out on it!> 
7.000 mile voyage from Ports-
mouth. England. last Novem-
ber. 
The project is sponsored by 
Operation Namibia. a worldwide 
coalition of peace and rcligiou~ 
groups supporting independen-
ce for the country. 
They claim that South Africa 
has banned thousands of impor-
tant books on politics and black 
culture. The government even 
banned the children's book 
Black Beauty. thinking it was 
about black culture. That ban 
was lifted only after it wa~ 
explained to the government 
censor that the book was about a 
horse . 
